CHAPTER  II

EARLY DEVELOPMENT OF THE GREEK CONSTITUTIONS THROUGH
MONARCHY, ARISTOCRACY, AND TYRANNY TO CONSTITU-
TIONAL GOVERNMENT.

THE city-state was a late development of common life in
Greece, and sprang from the looser aggregate of the tribe
(c/njA?/).1 Although contemporary literary records are not
lacking of political units lower than the TroAts, a description of
Greece in these tribal days can be based only on the guesses
of writers who, like Thucydides and Aristotle, try to get
behind the history of the city-state. Their accounts, though
mainly reconstructions, can yet be shown to contain a large
element of truth.

Thucydides2 argues from survivals of this tribal life, and
from such survivals attempts to depict the primitive condition
of the whole Greek world. Hellas, he thinks, was not
originally inhabited by any fixed population. There were
frequent movements of races and no settled life or freedom of
intercourse, Greece was occupied by a number of small
communities seeking little more than the provision of their
daily wants. Traces of such communities were found in his
own time in Ozolian Loons3 and in Aotolia.4 A treaty of
alliance between Elis and the Heraeans of Arcadia of the
middle of the sixth century speaks of both these communities
as "districts" (S?y/jtot),fi while portions of Arcadia, even in the

1 <j>v\'/), according  to   Dioacari'.hus,           ~ Time. i. 2.

a  contemporary   of  Aristotle,   meant          'A ih. iii. 101, 102.

originally a union of individuals into a           4 ib.   iii.   94   /card   KW/JLCLS   arax^

community or .state, not a unity within      orous.
the state (Btcph. Byzant. s.v. irurpa).             {l Hicks n. 8.